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NIGN PRICE OF BEING
ABSENT-MINDED

Because a tailwind was making the engines ro-
tate backwards, an A-10 pilot motored both engines
before start. While starting the right engine, he for-
got that the englne oparate switch was in Motor, and
he teft it there as he continued on Into his checks
after start. Flve minutes later, a crew chief saw
smoke coming from the area of the right engine. The

pilot shut down the APU and both engines, called for
the tire department, and ground egressed.

On the ground the pilot remembered that he had
motored the engine. He checked afterwards, sure
enough, the switch was still in Motor. The Dash One
cautlons that fallure to return the engine operate
switch to Norm within 30 seconds after the engine
reaches 56 percent core rom may resuit in disinte-
gration of the air turbine starter. That's exactly what
happened—the starter disintegrated.

The cost was $5,600. There must be a cheaper
way to jog our memaries,

8

...interest items,
mishaps with

morals, for the
TAC aircrewman

A FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE

The T-38 crew on a cross-country had experi-
enced considerable delay on this stopover. Finaliy,
they were ready to go. But by this time their takeoft
and landing data were old; $0 as they taxied out, they
calied ground control and asked for the current take-
off conditions.

The instructor pilot in the back seat was taxiing
when ground control called back to say the informa-
tion was availabie. The pilot in the front seat sald,
“I've got it."" So the instructor pliot let go of the air-
cralt controls and began copying the information
and computing new takeoff and landing data.

But the pilot in tront didn't mean he had control of
the airplane. He meant he would get the takeoff and
landing data. Both crewmembers were busy figuring
the data as the airplane taxied along on its own. The
T-38 handled the straightaway by itseif, but it
couldn't hack the turn onto the paralle!. it left the
tiard surface and wandered off Into the boonles be-
fore either pliot looked up and saw what had hap-
pened.

FEBRUARY 1983


User
Typewritten Text
tac tips

User
Typewritten Text










User
Typewritten Text
Diller's Moped

User
Typewritten Text





weapons words


User
Typewritten Text
weapons words

User
Typewritten Text














chock talk


User
Typewritten Text
chock talk

User
Typewritten Text










User
Typewritten Text
aero club clinic

User
Typewritten Text











down to earth


User
Typewritten Text
down to earth

User
Typewritten Text


short shots


User
Typewritten Text
short shots

User
Typewritten Text










User
Typewritten Text
letters

User
Typewritten Text







User
Typewritten Text
tac tally

User
Typewritten Text







